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mentioned it may he a remarkable volume (0.20,0.13) of "agenda"
format, in original binding, containing over sixty French mid-
sixteenth century "sorties"1 or farces, nearly all of them otherwise
unknown.
4.  THE GRENVILLE LIBRARY
Many criticisms of omissions to take the opportunity of picking
up rare old books had to be passed by in silence, because Panizzi
could not reveal what he alone know, that Grenville intended to
bequeath to the Museum his entire and splendid collection, abounding
in early printed books, in the literature of the romance languages and
in some special chapters of English history (sec below p. 193-8).
This bequest, effected in 1847, of over twenty thousand volumes, all
(even the unimportant books) very well bound, strengthened the
Museum almost as much again as Cracherode's and the King's
Libraries had, and was a triumph for Pani/;/,i, to whose personal
influence alone the bequest was due.
Not that the triumph did not involve troubles, Paniy//,i knew of
Grenville's desire that the collection should be kept together, and
the old struggle over the King's Library was renewed with Madden,
who naturally wished the Grenville MSS. to be moved to his Depart-
ment. The fight raged hottest round the body of the splendid illu-
minated volume of the Triumphs of the Emperor Charles /^, then
believed to be the work of Giulio Clovio. Madden obtained the
transfer of this, but, as he told the Commission in 1848, four succes-
sive orders of the Trustees for the transfer of the other Grenville
MSS. were ignored. He, on his part, entertained an equal disinclina-
tion to transfer to the Printed Books a V6rard volume which was
among the Harleian MSS., but was not conscious of any inconsistency.
Moreover, the room in which Grenville's books were eventually
placed and (in peace time) still stand had been allotted to the Manu-
scripts, and therefore became a battlefield. For years the books lay
on the floor in piles and parcels, a scandal which must have almost
broken the heart of Halden, Grenville's devoted personal servant,
who came with his master's library and was in attendance on it for
many years thereafter.
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